
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day History 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day seeks to honor the vic-
tims of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, an American Na-
val Station. The attack is often cited as the catalyst for 
American involvement in the Second World War, given 
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared war on 
Japan the following day. 
At 8am on December 7th, 1941, without prior warning, 
the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service attacked a Naval 
Station at Pearl Harbor, located on Oahu, Hawaii. The 
base was attacked by 353 Japanese fighter planes. In to-
tal, 2,403 people perished, another 1,178 were injured, 
four U.S. Navy battleships were sunk and 188 aircrafts 
were destroyed. The aim of the attack was to immobilize 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, which would allow Japan to ad-
vance into Malaya and Dutch East Indies. On August 23, 
1994, the United States Congress passed Public Law 103-
308 to designate December 7 of each year as the National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
There will be a short service on 12/7 at 9:00 at the 

Vets Building in memory of Pearl Harbor Day. 
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     Presidents Message 

A Plunge into Darkness  

We have just experienced a few days 

without power in some of our neigh-

borhoods. I was one of the fortunate 

ones that did not have my power cut. 

I did watch people on the news going 

crazy trying to prepare for the power outage. I have lived 

in California almost my entire life. Earthquakes, floods 

and other disasters have been something we are taught to 

always be ready for. I am wondering how many of our 

members have had problems, not from being unprepared 

but from other failures. I have heard of food spoiling in 

the refrigerator or freezer in one day. Do we have inade-

quate appliances now? I have been through outages of at 

least a week in the past and not lost anything from these, 

except things with an expiration date. Do we know what 

is the most perishable? Can we come up with something 

to prevent this in the future? Where would we be in an 

earthquake or some real emergency that will not come 

with an advance notice? Some of us have talked about 

this in the last couple of years. We have talked about hav-

ing a disaster plan that incorporates veterans and veteran 

organizations in the response and recovery network. We 

have all been in conditions that take outside the box 

thinking and have spent a night or two under the stars. 

We have knowledge that our neighbors will never under-

stand. 

I would like to hear from members that have experienced 

this blackout in different areas. Are there are things we 

can do as an organization to assist in our communities? 

Do our community leaders (Representatives) know that 

we may be able to assist in these instances? The young 

veterans have been working in a group called Team Ru-

bicon that works in disaster relief. Is there anyone that 

works during the event? This might be a good way to 

start a new relationship with younger veterans. Working 

together to assist the community is something that a lot of 

veterans of all ages wish to do. 

Don’t forget our upcoming Christmas Party on December 

6th.  There will be a Pearl Harbor Remembrance program 

on December 7th at the Vets building. There are not many 

left that were around in 1941 but it is our responsibility to 

make sure we do not forget. With the media today it is 

difficult to get something like this on the front page. 

 We will need to see if they even remember Veterans 

Day. The plan at this time is to hold the flag raising event 

at the county offices. We have been working with the su-

pervisors to make the arrangements for the event. We 

will be starting the program at 10 AM and have the flag 

raising at 11. This should give the people time to get to 

Petaluma for the parade. For those that showed up last 

year, if you remember the city did not have anything 

ready for us and thought we would cancel because of the 

weather or something. 

 

VVA Ch. #223 will decorate for the Christmas Dinner on 
Thursday, December 5, 2019 at 4 pm in the main hall of 
the Santa Rosa Veterans Building.  That is the night BE-
FORE THE DINNER.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO 
HELP. Please email Kate at  Koharepalmer@gmail.com 
if you can help.  All crafty and creative folks welcome to 
help make some decorations and wreaths to bring to the 
table setup!!!!!! These will go home the next night to var-
ious members for their holiday cheer! 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DINNER DECORATING. 12/5/19 

http://www.vva-223.org/
mailto:vva223vva@gmail.com


Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day History 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day seeks to honor the vic-
tims of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, an American Na-
val Station. The attack is often cited as the catalyst for 
American involvement in the Second World War, given 
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared war on 
Japan the following day. 
At 8am on December 7th, 1941, without prior warning, 
the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service attacked a Naval 
Station at Pearl Harbor, located on Oahu, Hawaii. The 
base was attacked by 353 Japanese fighter planes. In to-
tal, 2,403 people perished, another 1,178 were injured, 
four U.S. Navy battleships were sunk and 188 aircrafts 
were destroyed. The aim of the attack was to immobilize 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, which would allow Japan to ad-
vance into Malaya and Dutch East Indies. On August 23, 
1994, the United States Congress passed Public Law 103-
308 to designate December 7 of each year as the National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
There will be a short service on 12/7 at 9:00 at the 

Vets Building in memory of Pearl Harbor Day. 

Vietnam Veterans of America Redwood Empire Chapter 223 

Santa Rosa, California 

Office  (707) 526-4218      Email:  VVA223@gmail.com 

 

Officers 

President:  Ken Holybee – holybee@comcast.net  -  707-887-8891 

Vice President:  Lou Nuῆez — scso610ret@gmail.com — 707-291-5314 

Secretary:  Kate O’Hare-Palmer— koharepalmer@gmail.com —707-775-4123 

Treasurer:  Pat Christen—707-539-3500—-PEC@sonic.net 

 

Board of Directors 

Joe Cholewa—skosh@sonic.net— 707-486-0699 

Whit Patterson — dwpat2@yahoo.com — 707-539-4665 

Tony Rambonga Jr.—Ranbonga51.ajr@gmail.com—415-678-8812 

Bob George —tmfc104ra@gmail.com—707-838-3382 

AVVA Representative—Brian McKeown—milt32a@yahoo.com—707-508-

9969 

The Chapters new EMAIL ADDRESS IS:  vva223vva@gmail.com 

Committees 

Chaplain:     

Clinic Coffee Cart: Lou Nuῆez  

Color Guard:   

Dinner/Dance:  Lou Nuῆez  

Education:   

Finance:   Pat Christen 

Food Distribution: Joe Cholewa 

Legislation:  Ken Holybee 

Membership:  Whit Patterson 

Newsletter:  Barbara Burke 

Scholarship Fund:  Sunny Campbell 

UVC:   Ken Holybee 

Veterans Building: Lou Nuῆez  

Website:  Elizabeth O’Gara 

  

NOTICE 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of 

VVA,INC., National, State or Chapter 223 or the newsletter staff, but 

those of the corresponding party.  All articles by the Chapter have per-

mission for reprint in all Vietnam Veterans of America newsletters.  

Anything else permission must come from the original source. 

Notice:  The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the VVA, INC, National , State or Chapter 223 

or the newsletter staff, but those of the corresponding party. All articles by the Chapter have permission for reprint in all Vi-

etnam Veterans of America newsletters.  Anything else permission must come from the original source.  

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day History 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day seeks to honor the vic-
tims of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, an American Na-
val Station. The attack is often cited as the catalyst for 
American involvement in the Second World War, given 
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared war on 
Japan the following day. 
At 8am on December 7th, 1941, without prior warning, 
the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service attacked a Naval 
Station at Pearl Harbor, located on Oahu, Hawaii. The 
base was attacked by 353 Japanese fighter planes. In to-
tal, 2,403 people perished, another 1,178 were injured, 
four U.S. Navy battleships were sunk and 188 aircrafts 
were destroyed. The aim of the attack was to immobilize 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, which would allow Japan to ad-
vance into Malaya and Dutch East Indies. On August 23, 
1994, the United States Congress passed Public Law 103-
308 to designate December 7 of each year as the National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
There will be a short service on 12/7 at 9:00 at the 

Vets Building in memory of Pearl Harbor Day. 

 



Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day History 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day seeks to honor the vic-
tims of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, an American Na-
val Station. The attack is often cited as the catalyst for 
American involvement in the Second World War, given 
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared war on 
Japan the following day. 
At 8am on December 7th, 1941, without prior warning, 
the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service attacked a Naval 
Station at Pearl Harbor, located on Oahu, Hawaii. The 
base was attacked by 353 Japanese fighter planes. In to-
tal, 2,403 people perished, another 1,178 were injured, 
four U.S. Navy battleships were sunk and 188 aircrafts 
were destroyed. The aim of the attack was to immobilize 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, which would allow Japan to ad-
vance into Malaya and Dutch East Indies. On August 23, 
1994, the United States Congress passed Public Law 103-
308 to designate December 7 of each year as the National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
There will be a short service on 12/7 at 9:00 at the 

Vets Building in memory of Pearl Harbor Day. 

 

.. What The F..? 

 

 

Rock it Man@ mcn .org 

  

(866)934-cvbf—(2823)       CALIFORNIA only Calls on this 
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Mike Thompson 
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    Military Antiques & Museum 

    Buy-Sell-Trade 
    Civil War to Present 
 
    10am to 5:30pm 
    Thursday to Sunday or by appointment 
 
    Jason Yarnall           Kevin Braafladt 
 

    300 Petaluma Blvd North, Petaluma Ca 94952 
    Ph:  707-763-2220  Email: warguys@sonic.net 
    www.militaryantiquesmuseum.com 
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