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PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER VETERANS  

Presidents Message 

Changing of the times. 

  I have a lot of issues that I would like to address. Some I 

will do here and some I will be bringing to the chapter 

meeting.  

First; in case you forgot, Sonja is going to stop doing the 

newsletter. This will probably be her last. We have a lot of 

things that need reported on and a lot of upcoming events. 

Someone needs to tell the members things like when is the 

Christmas Party? Friday December 7th. When does it 

start? I don’t know but it is at the veterans building and 

Lou has asked for donations of hams and turkeys. No one 

gives this information to Sonja to put in the newsletter. 

Second; the newsletter is late, but I hope everyone voted. I 

also would like everyone to contact their Senator and tell 

them to support the Blue Water Navy Bill, S 422, the 

companion to HR 299 that passed the House with no neg-

ative votes. If everyone contacts their Senator’s, they will 

be pressured to have the committee bring it to the floor for 

a vote. We do not want to have this die in committee 

again. Our veterans need our help to get them what they 

deserve. 

Next on the list, my number one, is the Toxic Exposure 

Research Act, Subtitle C Toxic Exposure, Public Law 114

-315, is due to take the next step. It has gone thru the as-

sessment by the National Academy of Medicine and will 

be reported out to the Secretary of the VA. When he gets 

the report he must, within 90 days he must report to the 

Veterans Affairs Committees of the House and Senate a 

certification based on the results of the study, the feasibil-

ity of conducting further research. This is the tricky part 

of the law. After reading the report only one person can 

either say to do research on the children or just scrap the 

whole thing. We have been working on this for many 

years. They have stared research on the children of the 

Gulf War Veterans. we need to be ready to make sure they 

do the right thing with this issue. Our congress is all about 

not spending money. 

I hope everyone is starting to understand the Mission Act. 

President Trump signed the bill into law in the Rose Gar-

den. This act will cost the VA about 57 Billion Dollars. 

Within a couple of hours, he sent a letter to congress stat-

ing that he would not support raising the cap on VA fund-

ing to pay for it. He says the VA has plenty of funds to do 

what is needed. What will we need to give up in our VISN 

to pay for our health care? The good part of the Act is 

they will be handling all appointments in house as well as 

the billing. Without raising the budget for this how can it 

work better than the mess we have now. Just so you know, 

I get all of my health care from the VA. 

Membership; starting on November there will no longer 

be annual membership in VVA. We are asking that all 

new members and all one-year individual members be-

come life members for $50.00. when looking at the na-

tional or even our chapter membership, the number of an-

nual members has been slowly been getting smaller be-

cause of our life member programs. With about 85,000 

members nationally there are less than 8,000 annual mem-

bers. Although we appreciate the annual dues we cannot 

see having the number of staff members working on send-

ing out renewal reminders and processing the information. 

We can use the staff in other areas and still utilize the 

membership department personnel to help with other are-

as. We have a program to assist veterans with their dues if 

needed. Please contact Whit or any board member for in-

formation. I will also have whit contact all members that 

this will affect to make sure we are all on the same page. 

I just spent the last week in Silver Spring MD for the 
working group on the future of VVA and the national 

board meeting. I always bring back a lot of information 
from these meetings. I will speak about some at the gen-
eral meeting and at any time someone asks me about what  
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The Chapters new EMAIL ADDRESS IS: 

vva223vva@gmail.com  

Contributors to the News and Views: Ken Holybee, Kate O’Hare-Palmer. Thanks to all. Would like to see more articles next 

month. Support the chapter. I don’t write articles, I just put it together. There are a lot of interesting stories out there, send 

Notice 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the views of VVA,INC., National, 
State or Chapter 223 or the newsletter staff, 
but those of the corresponding party. 
All articles by the Chapter have permission for 
reprint in all Vietnam Veterans of America 
newsletters. Anything else permission must 
come from the original source. 

If you would like to purchase a Business 

Card sized sponsorship to put in our 

NEWSLETTER, Please call the chapter 

office. Phone number is: 707-526- 4218 

Committees 

Chaplain:     

Clinic Coffee Cart: Lou Nuῆez  

Color Guard:   

Dinner/Dance:  Lou Nuῆez  

Education:  John McGivney 

Finance:   Pat Christen 

Food Distribution: John McGivney 

Legislation:  Ken Holybee 

Membership:  Whitt Patterson 

Newsletter:  Ken & Sonja 

Scholarship Fund:  Sunny Campbell 

UVC:   Ken Holybee 

Veterans Building: Lou Nuῆez  

Website:  Elizabeth O’Gara 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Dave Richey 

 

AMVETS Post 40 and VVA Chapter 223 jointly hosted a 
pancake breakfast on Sunday, September 30.  Even 
though billed as a “pancake” event, we served biscuits and 
gravy, which turned out to be a more popular choice.  The 
folks who came for breakfast also enjoyed scrambled 
eggs, bacon, sausage, sweet muffins, orange juice and cof-
fee.  We asked several of those who came for breakfast 
(we sold 40 tickets) how they heard about it.  A few said 
by e-mail; at least two saw the banners posted on the 
building and the fence; some said “word of mouth”; most 
were people who were at the flea market in the building 
parking lot.  Our Board members will be looking into 
more efficient methods of marketing in the future.   

There were volunteers from both host organizations and 
many of their spouses, the AVVA and the Devil Pups.  
The Sonoma County Volunteer Center sourced some of 
the volunteers. All told, we had about 15 volunteers.  We 
want to sincerely thank all those who pitched in to set up, 
sit at the ticket booth, cook, serve and clean up.  We could 
not have done it without you. 

We are planning to have several more of these events after 
the first of the New Year. We would like to encourage the 
members from both of our organizations to come out and 
help with these fundraisers, which give us the means to 
carry out our mission and the programs for the veterans’ 
community.    

 

Presidents Message—Changing Times Con-
cluded 

 

is going on. We had our forty-year gala event at the end of 
the board meeting. I always try to start the week going 
around the national office and checking in with all the 
staff and anyone there. This event gave us a chance to so-
cialize with the staff, their families and other veterans. 
most of us were all dressed up, so it was hard to recognize 
some of us. We have a lot of talented people in our office. 
Quite a few are veterans. most of us don’t know that some 
we work with are veterans or are married to service mem-
bers. If you call the office there has been a lot of changes, 
partially because of reorganizing and getting the right 
people for the job. We have expanded the government af-
fairs staff to reach more people going both ways. We have 
a whole crew working to assist post-Vietnam veterans and 
address their needs. Our future is defined on how well we 
represent the newer veterans and their families. 

 

 

Ken all dressed up for the Black Tie 40th 

Anniversary dinner.   

Photo taken by: Leslie DeLong, Constitu-
tion Chair from Louisiana 
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I want to apologize to Alan Duncan for forgetting to put this is Last Months Newsletter. 

 

This is the conclusion on the USS Bayfield.  ed 
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Dear Ms. O'Hare-Palmer: 
  

Thank you for contacting me in support 
of the “Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act of 2017.”  I appreciate the time you took 
to write, and I welcome the opportunity to re-
spond.  

  
First, let me express my sincere appre-

ciation to members of the Armed Services 
who answered the call to duty and selflessly 
sacrificed for our nation.  We owe a great 
debt to those who defended our nation, and I 
am committed to representing their best in-
terests.   

  
Nearly 19 million gallons of herbicide—

at least 11 million of which was Agent Or-
ange—were used by the United States Air 
Force in Vietnam between 1962 and 1971 to 
clear enemy infiltration routes.  Exposure to 
these herbicides has since been found to 
cause a variety of health problems for ser-
vice members stationed in Vietnam during 
that period.   

  
The “Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veter-

ans Act of 2017” (H.R. 299), was introduced 
by Representative David Valadao (R-CA) on 
January 5, 2017.  I am a cosponsor of the 
Senate companion bill, S. 422, which was in-
troduced by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
NY) on February 16, 2017.   

  
H.R. 299 and S. 422 would make it 

easier for Blue Water Veterans—military per-
sonnel who served off the shore of Vietnam 
on open sea ships during the Vietnam War—
to receive United States Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) healthcare benefits con-
nected to possible exposure to Agent Or-
ange.  These bills would specifically direct 

the VA to consider Blue Water Veterans as 
presumptively exposed to Agent Orange if 
they develop medical conditions known to be 
connected to the herbicide.  Currently, Blue 
Water Veterans must prove their exposure in 
order  

to receive these VA benefits.  H.R. 299 
unanimously passed the House of Repre-
sentatives on June 25, 2018.  Both H.R. 299 
and S. 422 currently await consideration by 
the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
of which I am not a member.   

  
I strongly believe the federal govern-

ment must do more to assist service mem-
bers, veterans, and their families.  It is es-
sential that we provide these individuals, es-
pecially disabled or injured service members, 
with the best possible care and support.  I 
will keep your support in mind should .R. 299 
or S. 422 come before the Senate floor for a 
vote. 

  
Once again, thank you for writing.  Should 
you have any other questions or comments, 
please call my Washington, D.C., office at 
(202) 224-3841 or visit my website 
at feinstein.senate.gov.  You can also follow 
me online at YouTube, Facebook, 
and Twitter, and you can sign up for my 
email newsletter at feinstein.senate.gov/
newsletter. 

  
Best regards. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

From Kate O’Hare-Palmer 

https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenFeinstein&crop=19518QQQ279724468QQQ169302300QQQ7906275&report_id=&redirect=http%3a%2f%2ffeinstein.senate.gov%2f&redir_log=482823668539196
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenFeinstein&crop=19518QQQ279724468QQQ169302300QQQ7906275&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ffeinstein.senate.gov&redir_log=113717662929200
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenFeinstein&crop=19518QQQ279724468QQQ169302300QQQ7906275&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fuser%2fSenatorFeinstein&redir_log=898590890083322
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenFeinstein&crop=19518QQQ279724468QQQ169302300QQQ7906275&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fSenatorFeinstein%2f&redir_log=783591188227296
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenFeinstein&crop=19518QQQ279724468QQQ169302300QQQ7906275&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fsenfeinstein&redir_log=014008192777232
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenFeinstein&crop=19518QQQ279724468QQQ169302300QQQ7906275&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ffeinstein.senate.gov%2fnewsletter&redir_log=782717707147281
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenFeinstein&crop=19518QQQ279724468QQQ169302300QQQ7906275&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ffeinstein.senate.gov%2fnewsletter&redir_log=782717707147281
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John Rowan, President of VVA and guest 

speaker for the event.  His  first time seeing 

our California Memorial 

Kate, Dean Gotham, and Ken with chapter 

500s wreath 

This bronze statue is wearing 

Sister Sarges  UNIFORM 

Greg McNeil 

doing the 

POW/MIA  

table ob-

servance 

The Memorial 

with flags be-

fore cermony 

The memorial and crowd during the ceremo-

nies 
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Master of Ceremonies 

Pete Conaty 

Sister Sarge, Mistress of Ceremonies for original start-

up committee to place the Memorial and a Gentleman 

named Al.  There are only 3 members of the original 

committee still living. 

This gentleman, Kris Goldsmith works digitally for VVA 

his wife is an editor for  a major newspaper. 

Ken and Dick Southern Dinner Companions,:  L to R Guy in 

white shirt don’t know, Richard and Leslie DeLong, and Allen 

Mannual all from Louisiana  They also had the couple in the 

Left picture 
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November 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs   Fri Sat 

      1  Continuum 

of care 12:30 

2 3  Poker set 

up at 4:00 

1967-Battle of 

Dak To begins 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12  Advisory 

Committee 
9  Board Meet-

ing  1 PM 

14  Battle of 

IA DRANG 

Valley begins 

15  battle of 

Dak To ENDS 

16 17 

18  Battle of   

IA DRANG 

ENDS 

19 20  Chapter 

mtg at 7 pm           

1965-

Opearation 

Silver  Bayo-

net ENDS 

21 Newsletter 

Folding   

GRENADA 

ENDS 

22  Thanks-

giving 

23 24  Newsletter 

Articles Due  

25 26 27 28  UVC 7 PM  

1951 –2nd Ko-

rean Winter 

begins 

29 30  
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December 2018 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 POKER 

THIRD KO-

REAN WIN-

TER Begins 

2  Chanukah 

begins at sun-

down 

3 4 5 6  Continuum 

of Care 

7  Christmas 

Dinner    

 8 

9 10    Advisory 

Committee 

11  Board 

Meeting at  1  

PM 

12  2001—

Battle of Tora 

Bora begins 

13 2003—

Saddam Hus-

sein captured 

near Tirkit, 

Iraq 

14 15 

16 17  2001--

Battle of Tora 

Bora ENDS 

18    NO  

GENERAL 

MEETING 

19 20  1989—

Operation Just 

Cause (Panama) 

begins 

21 22 

23 24  Christmas              

Eve 

25   Merry           

Christmas 

26  1950-LTG 

Ridgway assumes 

command of Eighth 

Army in Korea 

27    28 29 

30 31 NEW 

    YEAR’S  

       EVE 
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Mike Thompson 
 

 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FIFTH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 

 

231 CANNO N BUILDI NG

202-255-3311   707-226-9898 

FAX:  202-225-4335  (H)  707-963-1990 

 

.. What The F..? 

 

 

Rock it Man@ mcn .org 

  

da .  

www.dannccaskell.com 

 

529 Davis Street 

Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

 

(866)934-cvbf—(2823)       CALIFORNIA only Calls on this 

number            http:  CAVBF.org 

  

         

  

  

  

11/2019 

9/2019 

9/19 

1/2019 

6/19 

10/2019 

Vietnam 

12/6/-2/69 

6/19 

mailto:RockitMan@mcn.org
http://www.dannccaskell.com/


12 

          News and Views 

Volume 20  Issue 11  NOVEMBER 2018  

A Publication of: 

Vietnam Veterans of America Redwood 

Empire Chapter 223 

PO Box 1583, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 Meets at,  

see below 

1351 Maple Avenue, Vets Building Office Phone 

707-526-4218 

WEB: www.vva-223.org 

Chapter Email: vva223vva@gmail.com 

Non Profit Org 

Non Profit 

US Postage Paid 

Permit 679 

Santa Rosa. CA  95402 

       Membership Application for:   
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter # 223 

 

 

____________________                    
 
CITY  ZIP _______________ 

  __________________________  _____________________________________
 

D    --  MALE____

 

 

JOIN VVA OR AVVA 

IF YOU ARE A VIETNAM-ERA VETERAN YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN VVA OR JOIN AVVA AND SERVE YOUR VET-
ERAN COMMUNITY 

http://www.vva-223.org/
mailto:vva223vva@gmail.com

